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Grants - Tenders— Partenariat — Partner Search — Legislation - Seminars

Newsletter from your local EIC, second issue:
We hope that the information that you will find in the following page will prove
useful to your business!

1. 2004is the European year of Education through Sport, with also two major sport
event being held in Europe this year (the Football European Championships in

Portugal and the Summer Olympic games in Greece).
Website:www.eyes-2004.info

2. 2004is aso an important year for the EU asiit is growing from 15to 25 Members
with Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, The Czech Repulic, Slovakia, Hungary,
Slovenia, Malta and Cyprus being dficialy included in 1¥ May 2004.Watch this
space for forthcoming events to hep you benefit from this
Enlargement.Website: euro-info.org.uk/enlargement




1. The Council has adopted, on 20 December 2001, a Directive (2001/115/EC) on VAT
Invoicing. This Diredive, which amends the 6th VAT Directive, has to be implemented into
national Law before the 1% January 2004. What does that change to your business? Maybe
naot that much but maybe alot...Moreinformation: VAT invoicing rules

2. Have you ever heard of the 2 years guarantee Directive and been scared about it? Why
don’'t you chedk the ins and outs of it through an interesting and wseful reading on the DTI
website. Moreinformation: sale and supply

The EIC has access to a full list of grant schemes coming from UK and European
organisations, Public Authorities etc. This serviceis freeof charge and you might get
some money out of it to get your company rolling! So why nat giving us aring and see
what is available for you? Service provided with the software

Example of Grant:

LSC: HAMPSHIRE & ISLE OF WIGHT:

What for? The provision and management of all post~16 education and training

in England covering vocational routes, adult and community |eaning,workforce development
and upskilli ng, education businesspartnerships and information, advice and guidance

What can | get? Advice/Financial asgstance

Who to contact? The EIC to get more information :

0238083 28 66 o southareaei c@southampton.gov.uk

Tenders or Public procurement are contracts that the Public Organisation throughou Europe
publish in the European Officia Journal. It is compulsory for them to advertise these
contrads if they are dove aspecific treshald. Our job at the EIC isto lookinto this massive
Journal and to find the ones that you could be interested in to apply for!

Why don’t you gveit ago? For that please contact us for a4 weeks freetrial of the service

Example of tenders published this week:

Thisyea the EIC will be bringing UK companiesto 2 lig trade eventstaking placein
Europe. Partenariats are a very popuar way of meeting businesses from all over
Europe to exchange products, techniques etc through appantment head to head of



half an hou each. Usually between 5063700 companies meet in a single location
during a 2 days event!

Thisyea we are going to:

Berlin, Germany, 11-12 March 2004

Herning, Denmark, 27-29 April 2004

Poitiers, France, Futurallia Event, 2-4 June 2004
EU — Sri Lanka, Colombo, 3-4 June 2004

Sala, Sweden, Go-East Partenariat, 7-8 June 2004

We will be making awareness seminars explaining more éou Partenariat and these
specific events in the next couge of month, watch this gace for more news and
please have alook at our website dedicated to Partenariat www.partenariat.org.ukor
contact us!

The EIC can help you find digtributors, agents, other companies to exchange parts and
products. The EIC network made of more than 280 centresin over 40 courtriesis a great tool
to use to advertise your needs and find what you are looking for. Through a database shared
by all the centres we can browse for what you are looking for and if we can't find it we will
advertise your need for the other centres to help us answer your interest!

Examples of Cooperation dfer:

French manufacturer of furnitureislooking for an agent in England.

Belgian society spedalized in industrial design services offers its services.

Czech company specialised in internet servicesislooking for afinancial partner, joint venture
and offers know-how.

Polish company specialised in metal trade is looking for a partner or would like to be
subcontractor .

Having answered more than 20 questions coming from SMEs last year on a wide range of
subject, the Southampton EIC is a good entry to find the solution of your businessworries.
Have you got problem trading within the European Internal Market? Are the Administration
asking you for forms you never heard about? You don't know where to find the text of the
Diredive that everybody speaks about? You want to know how to enter succesgully in the
New European market? How many kilogrammes of chocolate latvian people eat every year?



We may be ale to help. If we cannot will be backed by our Technical asdgstance Office in
Brussds as well as by the more than 280 dfices composing our Networks. And if that is not
enoughwe @an signpost you to people that could help you. Just Contad us!

Southampton EIC is aso part of a European wide
initiative that the European Commisgon les started: the
Interactive Policy Making. Through that system, we feed
the Commisgon that YOU businesses are having in
trading in the Internal Market. After analysing the cases
the Commission will take ations to change the padlicy.
So let's hear your voice in Europe!

International Trade Show in collaboration with Business Link and the financial suppat of
The European Union:

Enlargement presentations: How your businesscan benefit from the EU Enlargement?
- Monday 8 March : Marriott Hotel, Portsmouth
- Tuesday 9 March : The Ark Centre, Basingstoke
- Wednesday 10 March : The Chine Hotel, Bournemouth
- Thursday 11 March : The Holiday Inn, Southampton
- Friday 12March: Quay Art Centre, Newport, the Idle of Wight

Talk during aWired Wessex Event:

Funding: How and Where can you get it?
- Wednesday 17 March : Harbour Site, Portsmouth Technopole

Talk during a North Hampshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry event:

Doing Businessin France, Unlocking the potential of the French Mar ket
- Tuesday 23 March : Civic Offices, NHCCI, Basingstoke

Please al of us for more information and bookings: 023 80 83 28 66 or emall
southarea.ei c@southampton.gov.uk

Enlargement of the EU, what is going on?

Population 1.3 m Currency Kroon Capital Tallinn
Language Estonian Against £ 22eek  Other Tartu, Narva,
Cities Parnu

Independent until 194Q when incorporated into the USSR and it remained there until
the 6™ September 1991.

2/3 of the popuation are éhnic Estonians, the rest is made of Russians, Ukrainian and
Belarusgans.

The Northern part is the most industrially advanced ore, the rest being mainly
agrarian. But the commerce and service sectors are growing.



Estonia is mainly a produwcer of mineras (oil shae, pea, phospharite, limestone). It
also accounts for most of the electric power produced for the Baltic States with
several thermal power plants. It has also consequently some environmental problems.
Major trading partners. Finland, Sweden, Germany

Industries. Engineering & metal works for oil refining equipment, agricultural,
mining madinery, gas pipes, excavators, technicd scientific instruments, chemicd
industry, building materials, textiles (most of cotton clothes produces in the Baltic).
Exports: Food poducts, Textiles, Machinery, wood poducts

Imports: Madhinery, mineral fuels, transport equipment

Airports: Tallinn, but also Tartu and Parnu
Ports: 3 near Talinn, 1inland at Narva

- Quail egg producer looking for
partners

- Manufacturer and mechanical
treatment of welded construction

- lceCream producer looking for
partners

- Plasticinjection moulding
undertaking work

- Alcohd Beverage producer
looking to export

- EE-Talinn: Phare - development of plant
protection products analysisin Estonian Control
Center of Plant Production (CCPP: |aboratory
equipment and training

- EE-Tallinn: Phare - laboratory, clinical and IT
equipment, hard and software for interactive
programs to Faaulty of Veterinary Medicine

- EE-Talinn: Phare - supply and install ation of
surveillance devices

Do na miss the Oppatunity of meding up with Estonian companies in the
Partenariat GO-EAST taking place in Sala, Sweden in 7-8 June 2004 (Contad
us! and/or visit the Partenariat website: www.partenariat.org.uk)

The EIC Network in Estonia can help you!
EIC in Talinn and in Narva

More information is available when contacting us or you can arealy visit these useful
websites:

The UK EIC Network Enlargement website:www.euro-info.org.uk/enlargement

The European Commisson Enlargement Website:_europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/

We dso detain afull detailed report on hav to work with companies from Estonia etc. contad
us




Our Contacts:
Richard Hall, Manager

Southern AreaEuropean Information Centre
NorthGuild, Civic Centre
SOUTHAMPTON

S014 W

The EIC is supported by:

\
v

Fatrics

The Southem Informabon Nebwork

Toni Saraiva, European Information Officer

Telephore: 02380832866
Fax: 02380231714

Email : southareaei c@southampton.gov.uk
Website: www.euro-info-centre.co.uk

If youwould like to be removed from this mailing list please reply to this message with the
word REMOVE in the heading.



