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Set up more than 15 years ago by the European Commission
to assist companies to develop their business in the EU and
part of a network of more than 300 EICs spread in 40
countries, the Southern Area EIC offers a range of services
that can benefit the one-person band as well as the bigger
companies.

CIP: A new programme to boost European Competitiveness and

innovation

The Commission

proposed on 6" April 2005 a

Competitiveness and Innovation Framework Programme
(CIP) for the period 2007-2013.

The CIP will support actions that develop the capacity of
companies to innovate.

It will boost the use of Information and Communication

Technology (ICTO,

environmental technologies and

efficient and renewable energy sources.

More info on:

thttp://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/enterprise policy/cip/|

ndex en.htm



http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/enterprise_policy/cip/i

Legislation updates

Draft directive on services in the Internal Market

The proposal for a directive on services, widely known as
the "Bolkestein Directive" is now undergoing its first
reading in the European Parliament.

The objective of the Services proposal is to achieve a
genuine Internal Market in services by removing legal and
administrative barriers to the development of service
activities between Member States.

This would make it easier for businesses to provide and
use cross-border services in the EU, thus increasing
cross-border competition in service markets, bringing
down prices and improving quality and choice for
consumers.

The Directive will also strengthen the rights of users of
services, for instance by enshrining the right of non-
discrimination.

More info on:

rervices-dir/index en.htni

Student work placement

Are you looking for students for a work placement?

Are you looking for foreign students to work in your
company as trainees?

Do you want to know more about the Leonardo
programme?

Contact us! southarea.eic@southampton.gov.uk

Grants

Are you looking for grants, helps, loans...?

At the European Information Centre we can help you find
out if you could be eligible for funding support in setting up
or running your business.
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http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/services/s
ervices-dir/index_en.htm

Tenders

Would you like to break into a new European market, to increase your
opportunities and number of contracts?

Public Procurement (bidding) can be the answer!

Every day the Local Authorities and Bodies governed by
public law have to publish their contract opportunities (in
service providing, construction...) in the Official Journal of
the European Union when the value of the contract is
above a certain threshold.

After publication companies across the whole of Europe
can compete to win the contract.

Do you want to know more about tenders? Visit our new

on public procurement or attend one of our workshop
seminars, see the section “Seminars”!

Are you interested in our service?
Try our 4 weeks FREE TRIAL!

Contact us! southarea.eic@southampton.gov.uk

Partenariat

Do you want to make contacts and win contracts in Europe and beyond?

Take part in one of the best opportunities: the
MATCHMAKING EVENT!

The event usually runs for 2 days in one location where
between 200 and 700 companies meet, thanks to one to
one pre-selected meetings.

Generally, you just pay for the accommodation and the
travel to the event which makes Partenariat a very
affordable and successful business exchange event.

Want to know more about this kind of event?

Visit our website: www.partenariat.org.uk
Or Contact us! southarea.eic@southampton.gov.uk



http://www.euro-info-centre.co.uk/tender_service/
http://www.partenariat.org.uk




