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EU on the brink?

The No vote in France and the Netherlands was soon
followed by some very strong political manoeuvrings by
Messrs Blair and Chirac to divert attention away from the
embarrassment of the “failed” constitution vote.

The EU budget which was supposed to have been agreed
last week has been put on hold as the UK fight to retain its
rebate and everyone else fights for it to be reduced or
frozen.

But is the proposed constitution dead in the water? The UK
Gov probably hopes so as it saves them the time, trouble
and expense of a lengthy and difficult period of trying to
persuade the UK public that it is a good idea.

As for the rest of Europe many of them want something in
place to replace the many Treaties that have been used up
until now as the legal bedrock for the Union.

UK presidency of the EU council

On 1% July the UK takes over the Presidency (or rotating
chair) of the EU Council until the end of 2005. British
ministers will take on a chairing role at these meetings of
EU Member States similar to a ‘Chairman of the board’,
ensuring that work to improve European competitiveness,
growth and employment progresses smoothly and
brokering compromises. The UK will also be responsible
for representing EU views to third countries, for example,
with the Commission in Trade negotiations.



Legislation updates

Implementation of Directive 2001/95 on general product
safety

Taking into account the responses received to a
consultation on the implementation of the directive and
subsequent discussions with stakeholders, the DTI
undertook a second consultation between December 2004
and March 2005 on draft Regulations setting out proposals
to give effect to General Product Safety Directive
2001/95/EC. The new Regulations which will replace the
General Product Safety Regulations 1994 are expected to
be implemented in autumn 2005.

More info on: http://www.dti.gov.uk/ccp/topicsl/safety.htm

Student work placement

Are you looking for students for a work placement?

Are you looking for foreign students to work in your
company as trainees?

Do you want to know more about the Leonardo
programme?

Contact us! southarea.eic@southampton.gov.uk

Grants

Are you looking for grants, helps, loans...?

At the European Information Centre we can help you find
out if you could be eligible for funding support in setting up
or running your business.

We have access to a database that contains the list of
funding schemes given by the UK Authorities and
Organisations as well as by the European Union.

If you would like to know if you are missing out on
something, please Contact us!
southarea.eic@southampton.gov.uk

Service provided with the
software Grantfinder



