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Happy New Year from the EIC!!! ©

Welcometo the ninth Newsletter from your local EIC.

- FreeAccessto all Eurostat data and publications

Since October 1 2004, Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the European
Communities (eurostat-pressoffice@cec.eu.int ), has made al its data and
publications available free of charge on the Internet. This gives access to
economic and socia information on the euro-zone, the EU and the 25 Member
States. More than 300 million data, from many different domains are now
available online, varying from consumer prices, through poverty or environmental
indicators, to detailed external trade data by product.

How to get the information?

the “data” link takes general usersto the “Key indicators on EU policy”. These are
predefined tables, which include “short-term indicators’, “long-term indicators”
and “structural indicators”.

Electronic versions of al Eurostat publications are also available free of charge
online, and can be downloaded in PDF format.

- Taxation and Customs. a new European website

The European Commission has launched its new Taxation and Customs Union
website so as to provide more comprehensive policy and practical information on
European tax and customs matters.

It may interest you if you are for example a business searching for VAT rates and
practical arrangements applicable in the 25 Member States or rates and rules on
tobacco products, alcohol or mineral oils or simply wanting to validate your
customer's VAT number, then the new site has now become a "one-stop-shop” for
all your needs.

The website also offers a wide range of information on customs rules and tariffs
for importing products into the EU.

Visit the new website on:

thttp://europa.eu.int/comm/taxation customs/index en.htnj



http://europa.eu.int/comm/eurostat
http://europa.eu.int/comm/taxation_customs/index_en.htm

- Elimination of all quotason imports of textile and clothes:

The Council Regulation will abolish from 1 January 2005 all quantitative
restrictions on the importation of textile and clothing products from WTO
countries.

Moreinfo:

thttp://europa.eu.int/comm/trade/issues/sectoral/industry/textile/pr291104 en.htn)

- New regulation on materialsand articlesintended for food contact:

Food contact materials and articles are items such as plastic wrappings, glass
bottles, plastic spoons or processing machines. They must be safe and should not
transfer their componentsinto the food in quantities that could endanger human
health, change the composition of the food in an unacceptable way or deteriorate
the taste and odour of foodstuffs.

The new Regulation maintains the original principles regarding the food contact
materials safety while opening the way to new active and intelligent materials and
articles. The food industry has developed "active packaging” which prolong food
quality and shelf life aswell as "intelligent” packaging which is able to transmit
information on the food quality. As the previous Framework directive did not
authorise the introduction of this new types of packaging, it was necessary to
adapt it to the latest technical innovations.

This new regulation entered into force on 3 December 2004.

Moreinfo:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/f ood/f ood/chemi cal saf ety/foodcontact/eu legisl en.htn)

- Road safety: new directive on electrical and electronic car components
The Commission has just published a new Directive relating to the compatibility
of motor vehicles and their electronic components. The Directive will improve the
safety of road users by adapting the existing legislation to technical progress.

In recent years the use of electrical and electronic systems in motor vehicles has
increased tremendously. In addition to the far-reaching use of information and
entertainment devices and an increasing number of electric motors and electronic
devices, even certain safety functions are now controlled by electrical and
electronic components (e.g. stability control, airbags).

In order to ensure the safe functioning of modern motor vehicles and in view of
the rapid technical developmentsin this area, it was the right time to change the
legislation.

More info: ‘http://europa.eLL.int/comm/enterpri se/automotive/index.htm

- Programmefor a safer internet access:

The EU Telecommunications Council today agreed on the Safer Internet Plus
programme, which aims to empower parents and teachers with Internet safety
tools. The 4-year programme (2005-08), proposed by the European Commission
in March, will have a budget of € 45 million to combat illegal and harmful internet
content. The new programme also covers other media, such as videos, and
explicitly addresses the fight against racism, and also “Spam”. It will focus more
closely on end users. parents, educators and children.

Moreinfo:

lus/index en.htm.



http://europa.eu.int/comm/trade/issues/sectoral/industry/textile/pr291104_en.htm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/food/chemicalsafety/foodcontact/eu_legisl_en.htm
http://europa.eu.int/comm/enterprise/automotive/index.htm
http://europa.eu.int/information_society/activities/sip/news_events/saferinternet_p
lus/index_en.htm

At the European Information Centre we can help you find out if you could be eligible
for grants, funding support in running your business. We have access to a database
that contains the list of funding Schemes given by UK Authorities and Organisations
aswell as by the European Union. If you would like to know if you are missing out on
something please contact us. southarea.elc@southampton.gov.uk, 023 80 83 28 66.
Service provided with the software

Example of Grant: JOINT EUROPEAN VENTURE (JEV)

What For?

Financial assistance towards setting up new transnational joint ventures between small
and medium-sized enterprises (SMES) within the European Economic Area. This
scheme is being phased out and will be replaced by a similar scheme in the first part
of 2005. If you think you could benefit from this then please let us know and we will
send you details once we have them.

-Elig.Exp Part of the expenses incurred in the conception and setting-up of
transnational joint ventures.
-Support. Maximum contribution per project is 100.000 euros, covering up

to 50% of eligible expenses (maximum 50.000 euros and up to
10% of investment in fixed assets).

-Payment. First tranche: two instalments, second tranche: after submission
of satisfactory evidence of investment completion.

NEW WEBSITE

Public Procurement bidding is one of the ways of breaking into a new European
Market or increasing your opportunitiesin UK.

Every day the Local authorities and Bodies governed by public Law have to publish
their contract opportunities (in service providing, construction etc.) in the European
official Journal of the EU when the value of the contract is above a certain threshold.
After publication companies across the whole of Europe can compete to win the
contract. Are you interested in knowing more? We offer a four weeks free trial of our
search facilities.

We also recently started to publicise our new website on Public Procurement where

you can learn more about tenders> *http://www.euro-info-centre.co.uk/tender_service/
Please contact us. southarea.elc@southampton.gov.uk



http://www.euro-info-centre.co.uk/tender_service/

Recently, the European Information centre has taken companies from UK to Sweden
Hungary Poland and the Czech republic to meet other businesses to build
cooper ation, increase their sales, and visit markets for valuable contacts or
mar ket resear ch.

The event usualy runs for 2 days in one location where between 200 and 700
companies meet. Generally you just pay for your accommodation and the flight to the
event which makes Partenariat a very affordable business exchange event.

Comments from companies having attended in the past are all very positive on their
meetings and support given by us.

The forthcoming events:

- (Austria), 3-5" March: PAVE GRAZ 2005
Sector: Woodworking, wood automation and Furniture.
This event gives producers, distributors, suppliers and knowledge centres of
this sector, the opportunity to meet and discuss business and even to set-up co-
operations.
If it isyour sector please get in touch with us, it might be interesting. ..
If you register before the 1% January it is 50 euros cheaper. ..

- (Germany), 14-15" March: ARCA NOVA at the CEBIT FAIR
Sector: IT, ICT, Software. ..
This event takes place in the fair, which is a huge platform (visited by half a
million companies last year) with over 6000 exhibitors.
To know more about this matchmaking event, have alook at the website of the
fair (www.cebit.de) and contact us for information and registration.

And later in 2005...

- (Belgium), 3-5" June: FUTURALLIA 2005
Sector: All sectors represented

- (Finland), 57" June: PAVE TURKU
Sector: IT, ICT, components and Innovation

. (Italy), 24-25" November: ARCA NOVA
Sector: Food Industry

- (Germany), 11-15" April: HANNOVER FAIR - B2Fair
Sector: Metal industry and its components

- (Denmark), 6-9" September: HI INDUSTRY - B2Fair
Sector: Metal industry and its components

Other events should be probably organised during 2005 (Milan in March, Madrid in
May, Paris in October, Anvers in October, Thailand in 2005, Indiain 2005...), don’t
hesitate to contact us if you want to know if your sector is represented in one of these
Partenariat meetings.


http://www.cebit.de

Seminars about Partenariat:

We will be holding an awareness seminar explaining more about Partenariat and
these specific eventsin January:

- Basingstoke, date to be decided
Seminar startsat 12.30pm until about 2 pm

For more information please have a look at our website dedicated to Partenariat

WWW.partenariat.org.ukof contact us!

These training events last 3 hours and are a very good introduction for anyone
wanting to improve their chances of winning Public Authority Opportunities.

Tuesday 25 January
Portsmouth (2 sessions)
09.15 to 13.00 and then 2.15 t0 5.30

Wednesday 26 January
Bournemouth (2 sessions)
09.15 to 13.00 and then 2.15 t0 5.30

Thursday 27 January
Eastleigh (1 session)
2.15t05.30

Please call of us for more information and bookings: 023 80 83 28 66 or email
southarea.el c@southampton.gov.uk.

- International Week dates announced: 14-18 March 2005

For the full programme e-mail us and we will send you a PDF or a hard copy.



http://www.partenariat.org.ukor

Enlargement of the EU, what is going on?

Official Republic | Population | 0.39 Capital | Valletta
Name of Malta million
Currency | Matese | Language | Madtese |£1 0,6230
Lira and MLT
English

History overview:

Great Britain formally acquired possession of Maltain 1814. The island supported the
UK through both World Wars and remained in the Commonwealth when it became
independent in 1964. About 10 years later, Malta became arepublic.

Since about 1985, the island has transformed itself into a freight transhipment point, a
financial centre and atourist destination.

Malta became a EU member on the May 1' 2004.

Geographic overview:

The country comprises an archipelago, with only the three largest islands (Malta,
Ghawdex or Gozo and Kemmuna or Comino) being inhabited.

Numerous bays provide good harbours.

The climate is a Mediterranean with mild and rainy winters and hot and dry summers.
Theterrain is mostly low, rocky, flat to dissected plains and there are many coastal
cliffs.

Economic overview:

Major resources are limestone, a favourable geographic location and a productive
labour force (flexible, easily adaptable and multi-lingual).

Malta produces only about 20% of its food needs, has limited fresh water supplies and
has no domestic energy sources.

The economy is dependent on foreign trade, manufacturing and tourism. The country
is privatising state —controlled firms and liberalizing markets.

Maltais also developing its service economy and it also aims to become a hub for
communications in the Mediterranean.

Some figures...

GDP purchasing power parity: $7.082 billion
GDP real growth rate: 0.8%

GDP composition by sector:

Agriculture: 3%

Industry: 23%

Services: 74%

Agriculture products. potatoes, cauliflower, grapes, wheat, barley, tomatoes, citrus,
cut flowers, green peppers, pork, milk, poultry, eggs.

Natural resour ces: limestone, salt, arable land

Industries: tourism, electronics, shipbuilding and repair, construction, food and
beverages, textiles, footwear, clothing, tobacco.



Exports: machinery and transport equipment, manufactures.

Exports partners. Singapore (17.4%), US (11.6%), UK (9.4%), Germany (8.8%),
France (7.5%), China (7%).

Imports. machinery and transport equipment, manufactured and semi-manufactured
goods, food, drink and tobacco.

Imports partners: Itay (19.3%), France (13.7%), UK (8.5%), Germany (6.6%),
Singapore (6.1%), Japan (5.7%), South Korea (5.5%), US (4.1%).

Major portsand harbours: Vallettaand Marsaxlokk
Major airport: Maltalnternational Airport
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Offers from the Ted website

- MT-Luga: machinery equipment, appliances, apparatus and associated products
(205323)

- MT-Floriana: air monitoring equipment (197315)

- MT-Valetta: exhibition stands (149790)

Offers from the EIC Business partner search database

- Maltese company manufacturers of PVC and metal products are looking for foreign
partners to import its products (200402362).
Maltese company developer of software packages primarily in retail/stock control,
production control, facilities management is looking for representative agents,



subcontracting, joint venture and technology transfer possibilities (200402353).

Sour ce: Europa enlargement website: !http://eur opa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/index_en.html

The EIC Network in Malta can help you!

Thereis one EIC in Malta based in San Gwann.
More information is available when contacting us, or you can visit this useful website:

Partner search:

Taking the benefit of belonging to a network of over 300 offices covering more than
40 countries the EIC has a substantial coverage and contacts in Europe. Searching a
database that the whole network shares we can look for companies that you may be
interested in as well as inputting your details to be found and contacted about your
products. Just contact us for more details: southarea.eic@southampton.gov.uk. .

Some exampl e of the companies looking for other companies;

Polish company specialised in trade of furniture is looking for distributors
(200403304).

French company specialised in people and vehicle counting systems for
outdoors islooking for commercial co-operation (200402736).

Italian company specialised in the production of acoustics panels is looking
for agents and representatives (200403442).

Slovenian company for design and manufacturing of embedded €electronics,
specialised in electronic motor controls is looking for commercial, financial
and technical co-operation (200403337).

Legidation, M arket Resear ch and Problem Feed Back:

The EICs are agood entry point to find the solution for your business concerns.

Have you got problems trading within the European Internal Market?

Are the administrators in other EU states asking you for forms you never
heard about?

Y ou don’t know where to find the text of the Directive that everybody speaks
about?

Y ou want to know how to enter successfully in the New European market?


http://europa.eu.int/comm/enlargement/index_en.html
http://europa.eu.int/comm

We may be able to help and if we cannot ourselves we will try to find somebody who
can. Wewill alsobe backed by our Techniddklp Desk inBrussels as well as lilge
otheroffices composing our Network.

Just Contact us$outharea.eic@southampton.govank23 80 83 28 66




